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The Electric Shock Drowning Prevention Association is a 501(c) nonprofit organization devoted to 
saving the lives of those who frequent our recreation waters.  We invite you to browse our website to 
learn how to protect your family from the danger of Electric Shock Drowning.  Awareness is the first 
step to preventing such a tragedy from occurring to your family and friends.  Our mission is to save 
lives, and our objectives are listed below: 
 
1) To prevent injuries and loss of life due to Electric Shock Drowning (ESD) and water-related 
electrocutions. 
2) To promote the understanding of the mechanisms of Electric Shock Drowning so individuals know 
how this happens. 
3) To recognize and spread awareness to high risk areas. 
4) To provide a resource for the investigation of all drownings of a suspicious nature so that Electric 
Shock Drownings are properly identified. 
5) To identify prevention measures for Electric Shock Drowning using American Boat and Yacht 
Council (ABYC), National Fire Protection Association, and National Electrical (NEC) standards, and 
other existing technology. 
6) To enlist you to help in a nationwide effort to prevent these tragedies from occurring. 

WHY IS ELECTRIC SHOCK DROWNING A SILENT KILLER? 

• There is no visible warning or way to tell if water surrounding a boat, marina or dock is 
energized or within seconds will become energized with fatal levels of electricity. 

• In most circumstances victims do not immediately feel electrical current when they enter 
or swim in the water around a marina or dock, thus giving the victims the false 
impression that it is “safe” to swim.  Most often, electricity enters the water when an 
electrical fault occurs aboard a boat.  Often, the electric fault occurring aboard the boat is 
intermittent.  For example, the fault that places deadly current into the water may only 
occur when a light switch is turned on, or when a hot water heater, battery charger, A/C 
unit or other electrical device cycles on.  Water can appear and feel “safe” and in a split 
second become energized with deadly electricity. 

• Under the typical scenario, the victim’s muscles become paralyzed by the electrical 
current, he or she is unable to swim, and ultimately drowns.  Unless there is a witness 
nearby to experience and report the sensation of electric shock in the water, the victim’s 
death is typically labeled a common drowning.  In the vast majority of Electric Shock 
Drownings, the victim’s autopsy shows no signs of electrical injury and investigators 
often never learn that electricity was the cause of the drowning. 

• Until very recently, there has been very little public awareness about the danger of 
Electric Shock Drowning.  As a result, Electric Shock Drowning continues to kill and 
new families are devastated on a yearly basis with very little public awareness. 



 
HOW FREQUENTLY DOES THIS OCCUR? 

• How many unexplained drownings of healthy vibrant people around boats and marinas 
have there been?  The answer – many. 

• How many of these unexplainable drownings have likely been caused by Electric Shock 
Drowning instead of cramping, excessive alcohol use, or some other factor? The answer 
– many. 

• The number of verifiable in-water deaths due to Electric Shock Drowning is, in all 
likelihood, just the tip of the iceberg. 

 

 

 



 


