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BMUSF Membership: 
 
It has been my pleasure to serve as your BMUSF president during the past year. The 
year has flown by with the planning and execution of the 21st Biennial Marine Seminar. I 
have been fortunate to serve as a director for the BMUSF for many years; and was 
greatly honored to take over the reins on this highly esteemed event. 
 
The planning of the 21st Seminar began 10 months prior; owing its overwhelming 
success to the very hard working committee. A heart-felt thank you goes out to Stephen 
Bidwell, Brett Eckert, David Fowler, Cathy Hammer, Annette Ing-Firmeza, Sandy 
Inouye, Peter Knowles, Sean McCormick, Marie Meadows, Kevin Moore, Geoff Robb, 
Sam Ruby, Tyler Van Spanje, Julie Vogele and Dick Yerian; also extending a debt of 
gratitude to Russ Light for organizing the beautiful golf event. The logistics of the event 
are professionally managed by Karen Dunn of KD Meetings, who worked tirelessly 
towards the success of our event. 
 
The event drew over 325 people from all over the US, London, and Germany. It was a 
tremendously busy day and a half with 21 speakers presenting on topical marine 
insurance issues, such as the state of the market as observed domestically and globally 
from IUMI. Robert Hartwig gave his last presentation in his role at the CEO of the 
Insurance Information Institute; however he has promised to return as a speaker to our 
conference, in his new role as a professor of Economics. We reviewed changing 
legislation on the transport of food in the US, the massive damage experienced in 
Tianjin and how computer models can assist us in underwriting these types of risk. We 
examined the safety of marinas, how valuations can be tricky, as well as the 
increasingly devastating General Average risk. The following day we went underwater 
learning about AUV technology, and the saga of sunken treasure with the Ship of Gold. 
Our legal community provided us with thought provoking claims scenarios. 
 
The BMUSF’s primary principal to provide education to our marine insurance 
community; was achieved through these interesting topics additionally giving our 
attendees credit toward their continuing education in the form of 12 CE’s. 
 
The Board and Seminar Committee worked hard to stay within our budget projections to 
ensure we would be in a position to perpetuate our marine insurance knowledge 
through a $5,000 scholarship to the California Maritime Academy.    
 



The Board is subject to the frequent movement of employees that we face in the marine 
insurance community, and this year is no different; having lost 2 directors to changes in 
locations and careers. I would encourage our local marine insurance community to 
come back to the board if you have not served in many years or encourage the next 
generation of potential BMUSF directors to step up to the challenge. BMUSF is a 
volunteer based organization, and is celebrated our 151st year of providing our industry 
with community and education.  
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 

 
 
Karla Scott 
President 2015-2017    


